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ON THE COVER: West Orange-Stark first-year head coach Hiawatha Hickman has big 
goals set for the Mustangs this season and will look to sparkplugs Jamal Shaw (left) 
and Jailen Brown (right) to help lead the way. Photo by Van Wade.

The Bum Phillips 
Bowl will be played 

Oct. 28
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CARDINALS
Continued from 4

to do.”
The Cardinals are 

anxious to run a 
spread offense.

“It’s going to be a lot 
of 10-Personnel and 
some 20-Personnel,” 
said McGuire. “We’re 
going to be throwing 
the ball around and 
running it, so it’s 
going to be a balanced 
offense, for sure, and 
we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

Offensively, the 
Cardinals are looking 
at sophomore Hutch 
Bearden to step in and 
play well in replacing 
three-year starter 
Ethan Oceguera.

“Hutch looks really 
good, so we’re excited 
to see what he can 
do. He attend the 

Manning Quarterback 
Camp over the summer 
and he can really sling 
it,” said McGuire.

Also in the backfield 
at the backs include re-
turning H-Back Noah 
Broussard, along with 
Caleb Breaux, Jerris 
Brown and Gavin 
Bodin.

McGuire is looking 
at a host of receivers 
to get the ball to and 
he likes his depth. 
Breaux, who has 
bounced back nicely 
from a knee injury last 
season, and sophomore 
Case McGuire have 
shown excellent hands 
and route-running in 
the summer.

“I really like our 
numbers, overall,” said 
McGuire. “I’m really 
impressed with a lot of 
our sophomores that 
are going to help us in 

a lot of spots.”
Matt Livingston, 

with all of his valuable 
experience, will look 
to anchor the offensive 
line.

The Cardinals are 
making the switch 
to a new 3-4 Defense 
in 2022. Senior line-
backer Mason Pruitt 
is eager to lead the 
way after having a 
monstrous season last 
year by amassing 154 
tackles.

“Mason is really 
stout and flies to the 
ball,” said McGuire. 
“He’s a good leader 
and all the kids really 
follow his lead well.”

Nick Lejeune looks 
to again power to 
defensive front at his 
noseguard position.

The secondary is led 
by the likes of Breaux, 
Stephen Stone and 

Jagger Carlin.
McGuire is excited 

about what the Cardi-
nals are putting on the 
field this year. They 
were close to a playoff 
berth before the injury 
bug got them last year 
at times.

“Last year was tough 
because we lost four 
starters to ACLs, and 
so you’ve got to have 
guys behind the start-
ers,” said McGuire. 
“We were a few plays 
away from making the 
playoffs. We played 
Silsbee really well, and 
we had big wins over 
H-J and Liberty. Our 
kids fought the whole 
year. It’s that ‘next 
man up’ mentality, so 
when somebody goes 
down, somebody’s got 
to step up and make 
plays when they get 
the chance. I think 

we’re building much 
better depth then 
we had last year and 
that’s a great sign.”

The Cardinals are 
not shying away from 
tough opponents in 
non-district play. Even 
though Orangefield is 
no longer in the dis-
trict, the Bayou Bowl 
will go on when the 
Cardinals open up the 
season at Orangefield 
Aug. 26. 

They host Buna and 
LC-M before visiting 
Lumberton to close out 
non-district.

“We feel we have a 
formidable non-dis-
trict schedule; it’s not 
hard finding tough 
opponents around 
Southeast Texas,” said 
McGuire.

The Cardinals are 
striving hard to com-
pete in what many 

people consider the 
toughest district in the 
state, which includes 
state powers West 
Orange-Stark, Silsbee 
and Jasper. Bridge 
City will also have to 
tackle opponents in 
Hamshire-Fannett, 
Hardin-Jefferson, and 
Liberty again.

“There is no doubt, 
we’re in one of the 
toughest 4A districts 
in the state,” said 
McGuire. “The expec-
tation is you want to 
be the best team every 
Friday. That’s always 
going to be the goal. 
Our kids worked hard 
all summer and all 
off-season.”

The Cardinals visit 
Hamshire-Fannett to 
crank up district play 
Sept. 23. They then 
have bye before host-
ing Jasper Oct. 7.
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